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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE US CONTRIBUTION FOR SAHARAN REFUGEES 
REF: (A) STATE 98562, (B) RABAT 2399 

1 . FONMIN LARAKI QUERIED AMBASSADOR ON MAY 31 REGARDING RECENT 
ARTICLES ON SAHARA ISSUE IN US PRESS (SEPTEL. ONE POINT OF 
CONCERN TO LARAKI WAS THAT, ACCORDING TO REPORT FROM MOROCCAN 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON POST MAY 29 ARTICLE BY JOSEPH 
FITCHETT STATED THAT THE US WAS STUDYING FOR THE FIRST TIME 

THE POSSIBILITY OF CONTRIBUTING SUBSTANTIALLY TO RELIEF OF 
SAHARAN REFUGEES THROUGH THE UN. IN SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION ON 
JUNE 1, HOWEVER, FOREIGN MINISTER DID NOT RAISE THIS POINT, AND 
AMBASSADOR VOLUNTEERED NO COMMENT ON IT. 

2. MEANWHILE, LOCAL PRESS JUNE 2 CARRIED TEXT OF A LARAKI 
MESSAGE TO THE ICRC ON REFUGEES. REFERRING TO MAY 24 BOUTEFLIKA 
TELEGRAM TO THE ICRC, LARAKI MESSAGE EXPRESSED REGRET THAT 
ALGERIAN AUTHORITIES WERE EXPLOITING THE SAHARA REFUGEE QUESTION. 
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LARAKI WENT ON TO REITERATE THE MOROCCAN POSITION ON 
REFUGEES, INCLUDING THE GOM'S INVITATION TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS TO REPATRIATE THEM TO THE SAHARA. LARAKI DEPLORED LACK 
OF PREGRESS ON THIS QUESTION AND CHARGED THAT ASSISTANCE RENDERED 
TO THE ALGERIAN GOVERNMENT IN NO WAY ATTENUATED THE SUFFERING 
AND MISERY OF THE REFUGEES BUT INSTEAD CONSTITUTED AN ENCOURAGE- 
MENT AND STIMULANT FOR ALGERIAN DESIGNS. LARAKI CONCLUDED BY 
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CALLING ON ALL ONLOOKERS TO DRAW THE NECESSARY CONCLUSIONS. 

3. COMMENT IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT LARAKI BOTH IN HIS DEMARCHE 
TO THE AMBASSADOR AND IN HIS MESSAGE TO THE ICRC REFLECTS THE 
MOROCCAN DESIRE TO HEAD OFF INTERNATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO SAHARA 
REFUGEES. AS NOTED REFTEL, MOROCCAN SENSITIVITY ON THIS 
ISSUE APPEARS UNABATED. 

ANDERSON 
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